
 
 

 

 



 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
The De Smet School District has created this plan through our Back to School/COVID-19 Committee to 
create a safe and caring learning environment while reducing the impact of COVID-19 for students, 
staff, and community members. The De Smet School District will make adjustments based on scientific 
information, guidance from the SD Department of Health, SD Department of Education and CDC, virus 
spread in our community and surrounding areas, all in the best interest of our students and staff. 
 
The De Smet School District asks all stakeholders to be flexible, understanding, and positive 
throughout this unprecedented time.  
 
Students will have additional time built into their school schedule to accommodate hand washing/hand 
sanitizing procedures during the school day. Masks are recommended in school buildings when social 
distancing may not be an option. In certain circumstances, masks may be required to protect the health 
of both students and staff.  
 
The SD Department of Health will alert a school of any student in the school who has tested positive. 
DOH will provide a letter to positive cases who complete their isolation period indicating they can return 
to school. Parents will be responsible to provide these letters to the school. The school district will 
collaborate with families and DOH to determine close contacts and their return to school/activities. 
 
Communication regarding positive cases to the broader school community will be general to protect 
student/staff privacy (Appendix F).  
 
The De Smet School District will provide in-person instruction beginning on Thursday, August 20, 2020. 
At the beginning of the year, time will be designated to recognize students’ experiences with school 
closure, understand students’ academic levels, and develop online procedures. Parents/guardians have 
the option for their child to participate in the district’s remote learning program. Remote learning will 
also be provided for students unable to attend school due to extended illness or exposure.  
 
The De Smet Board of Education recognizes that school staff members are ​critical infrastructure 
employees. The ​CDC advises that critical infrastructure workers may continue working even if identified 
as a close contact to a positive COVID case, provided they remain asymptomatic and take necessary 
precautions.  Staff members will be required to wear a mask for the 14 day period while at work and 
self-monitor for symptoms. If notified and showing symptoms, staff members will be required to 
quarantine at that time  
 
The De Smet School District has put in place preventative measures to reduce the spread of 
COVID-19; however, the District cannot guarantee that individuals will not become infected with 
COVID-19. Further, school attendance could increase the risk of contracting COVID-19. 
 
  

1 



HOME HEALTH SCREENING 
 
As the first line of defense, the district is urging parents to screen their child/children before sending 
them to school. In order for the school to remain open for face-to-face education, sick individuals 
cannot be sent to school. The chart below outlines symptoms and recommendations.  

 
 
STUDENTS WHO BECOME SICK AT SCHOOL 
I.C.E. Protocol will be followed 
I - Isolate and Mask 
C - Contact Parents Immediately 
E - Exit school building ASAP 
Office staff will wear PPE when in direct contact with sick students 
 
TRANSPORTATION 
Masks are recommended in school buses and school vehicles 
Hand sanitizer will be installed on each bus 
Buses will be sanitized after each trip 
Students will sit in family groups 
Busses should be filled from back to front 
Windows open as often as possible 
BUILDINGS 
Sanitizer will be placed at the entrance and other high traffic areas 
Plexiglass dividers will be used in office areas 
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Signs will be posted with preventative strategies 
Increased cleaning of frequently touched surfaces 
 
MEALS 
Tables will be distanced 
Grade levels will eat at the same tables 
Salad bars will not be used 
Lunch schedule will be adapted 
Touchless lunch number entry 
Vending machines in lobbies will be removed 
No trading or sharing food 
All school staff will receive free school lunch for additional duties 
 
CLASSROOMS 
Minimize the sharing of high touch materials 
Reorient desks to minimize students facing each other 
School-wide assemblies will be modified 
Windows open when possible 
Items that cannot be sanitized will be removed 
Water bottles will be used instead of water fountains 
Staff are encouraged to wear masks if working in close proximity 
 
RECESS 
Specific recess areas will be rotated for classes 
Classrooms will have individual play equipment 
 
ELEMENTARY SPECIAL CLASSES 
Music and art will go into classrooms  
PE will be outside as often as possible 
PE equipment will be disinfected between classes 
 
HS/MS ELECTIVE CLASSES 
Social distance when possible 
Group work within grade-level as often as possible 
Recommended use of masks when working in mixed grade-level groups 
PE outside when possible 
Allow shorts throughout the school year 
Procedures for faster locker room use will be put in place 
6th-grade specials will be push-in when possible 
 
VISITORS 
Must be pre-approved and by appointment 
No visitors will be allowed at lunchtime 
Will be asked screening questions 
Visitors will be encouraged to wear masks 
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SPECIAL EDUCATION 
IEP and parent meetings will be virtual or via phone when possible 
Service providers will disinfect between sessions/students 
Plexiglass dividers will be used when needed 
 
BAND AND CHOIR 
Masks will be required for band and choir 
Band and choir will be held in the gym 
Choir sections will be in grade-level groups 
Pep Band will not play at volleyball games 
Band instruments will have a screening material 
 
EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 
Follow guidelines set forth by SDHSAA 
Parents may request to transport students to and from extracurricular events 
Reduce the risk of exposure by not charging admission 
Determine fan attendance based on current conditions 
Designate visitor areas at the football field 
Encourage at-risk fans to view contests online 
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APPENDIX A 
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APPENDIX B 
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APPENDIX C 
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APPENDIX D 
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APPENDIX E 
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APPENDIX F 
GENERAL NOTIFICATION LETTER 
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